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The Example of Jesus Christ. 

Imago ChrisH: the Example of fesus Christ. By Rev. James Stalker, M. 
A. With an Introduction by Rev. Wm. M. Taylor, D. D. New York : A. 

C. Armstrong and Son. $1.50. 

This is a gem of a book. In it is a clear and beautiful picture of the action 
and words of Jesus in the various spheres of life in which he manifested him- 
self while upon earth. These manifestations are regarded from the point of 
view of examples for the imitation of human kind. The conception is well 
wrought out. Christ is viewed as in the home, the state, the church, society ; 
as a friend, worker, suiferer, philanthropist, man of prayer, winner of souls, 
preacher, teacher, controversialist, man of feeUng, and an influence. The 
scope of the book is thus seen to be wide ; so wide, indeed, that the topics 
often are merely touched and left for the further study of the reader. It 
would have been desirable, also, to have had an introductory or a concluding 
chapter, treating of the limitations of the imitable element in the life of Jesus 
as related to humanity. This subject needs a careful and comprehensive con- 
sideration. Is Christ in view of the divine elements in his nature and of the 
unique work which he came to do, in any respect an example to men ? Do not 
this nature and work set him above and outside of the range of imitable char- 
acters ? If this is too extreme a position the question might be put thus : 
How far may this example be regarded as binding upon men ? In what 
respects may Jesus be held up as a model ? These questions are approached 
only indirectly and partially in Mr. Stalker's volume. The book is a fine illus- 
tration of the inductive study of the topics of which it treats. Every minister 
will find it suggestive, and every religious man or woman will be stimu- 
lated and instructed by reading it. 

The Old Testament Canon. 

An Introduction to Dogmatic Theology. By Revere Franklin Weidner, S.T. 

D. Rock Island, 111. : Augustana Book Concern. Pp.260. Price $2.25. 

Professor Weidner in his recent work takes a very conservative position with 
reference to all questions pertaining to Old Testament criticism. With refer- 
ence to ths formation of the Old Testament Canon, he says ; 

" The formation of the Old Testament Canon was a matter of internal necessity when the 
Old Testament time of Revelation came to an end. According to the Rabbinical tradition 
it was the work of Ezra and the great Synagogue. It first appears as a finished work in 
the prologue to the Greek translation of the Wisdom of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), the date 
of which is somewhat doubtful, but certainly lies between 252 — 150 B. C. Not only does the 
prologue expressly refer to the Old Testantent according- to its three divisions ' the law 
and the prophets, and the other books of our fathers,' ' the rest of the books,' but also in 
the book itself it is manifestly assumed as a thing well known. The definite article, "the 
other books of the fathers,' and ' the rest of the books,' presupposes a definite class of writ- 
ings well marked off, and involves the close of the Canon." 

" The Canon of the Old Testament lay in its present compass before our Lord and his 
Apostles, just as we have the enumeration of its parts in JOSEPHUS (40 — 100 A. D.). In his 
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book Contra Apion^ I, 8, he enumerates twenty-two books 'which are justly believed to be 
inspired.' And he adds : ' They have suffered no addition, diminution, or change. From 
our infancy we learn to regard them as decrees of God ; we observe them, and if need be, 
we gladly die for them,' " 

" In the New Testament, these Old Testament writings are regarded as one complete 
whole as in John 5 : 39, ' Search the scriptures^ or in John lo : 35, ' The scripture cannot be 
broken.^ Matt. 23 : 35 and Luke n : 51, (^ from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah' 
i. e., from Genesis to 2 Chronicles) are a witness to the arrangement and compass of our 
present Hebrew Bible : Luke 24 : 44 is evidence of the division into three parts, ' the law,' 
* the prophets,' and * the psalms ; ' 2 Tim. 3 : 15, i6 looks to the fact that the scriptures were 
collected together. In the New Testament, with the exception of some of the Minor 
Prophets, all the books of the ' first ' and ' second ' divisions are cited. From the third 
division. Psalms, Proverbs, and Daniel are cited. The Old Testament Apocryphal Books 
are never cited in the New Testament, and if there be allusions to them, as there probably 
are, they are of such a nature, as in no degree to imply a recognition of them as inspired 
books. Thus in Heb. 11 : 34, 35 it has been claimed (see Stier^s Die Apokryphen^ pp. 148, 
1853, who professes to find 102 references in the New Testament to the Apocryphal Books of 
the Old Testament) that there is an allusion to the times of the Maccabees : but, if this be 
granted, it simply, at the most, recognizes the historical truth of a statement, and involves 
no more than St. Paul's quotations of the Greek poets : From a careful study of all the 
evidences there can be no reasonable doubt that at the beginning of the Christian era the 
the Jews had a Canon of Sacred Writings distinctly defined, and that this Canon was 
recognized by the Lord and his Apostles, and that this Canon was the same as we now 
have in our Hebrew Bibles, and accepted by all Protestant Churches as the Canonical 
Books of the Old Testament." 

" The authority of Augustine occasioned the reception of the Old Testament Apocrypha 
into the Canon, by the Council of Hippo, 393, and of Carthage, 397, but there was no 
churchly sanction of a general kind to this, until the Council of Trent, in its fourth session, 
gave it its sanction. But the establishment of the Old Testament Canon properly belongs 
to Israel, not to the Christian Church, which received it from Israel. We find the true 
view of the matter therefore in Jerome, who limits the Canon to the Hebrew writings, as 
these alone were accepted and appealed to, by our Lord and his Apostles. 

On the Book of Daniel he says : 

" The more recent critics have attempted to put the book of Daniel into the time of 
Antiochus Epiphanes (175 — 164 B. c), an era which had lost the consciousness of possessing 
the spirit of revelation (i Mace. 4 : 46 ; 9 : 27 ; 14 : 41). But that the Book of Daniel forms an 
integral part of the Canon is clear, i) from the importance of its relation to the New Testa- 
ment, in which it is fully accepted as canonical (Matt. 24 : 15); 2) from its wonderful internal 
witness, its prophecies, many of which were demonstrably fulfilled long after the period of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, and many of which are now fulfilling ; 3) from the evidences which 
many of the best, and ripest recent scholars, in conjunction with the older ones, have 
brought to show that there is no reason for departing from the ancient and received view 
as to the time of its origin ; the latest results of Assyriology and the evidence of the monu- 
mental remains, all confirm those statements of Daniel which were denied by critics." 

The Pulpit Commentary, Hosea and Joel. 

Hosea and Joel. Introduction, by Rev. W. Deane, M. A., Rector of Ashen. 
Exposition and Homiletics, by Rev. Prof. J. J, Given, Ph. D., D. D,, late of 
Magee College, Londonderry. Homilies by various authors. Pp. 1-464; 
1-68. New York. Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. Price $2.00. 

The volumes of this series are of different merit. The same is true of dif- 
ferent parts of this volume. In our remarks we confine ourselves strictly to 
the Introduction and the Expositions. A good description is given of the 
times of Hosea, politically and religiously. A true estimate is made when it is 
said that the book is a " summary of Hosea's teaching during his long ministry, 
rather than an orderly collection of his addresses." The author of the intro- 
duction feels compelled to understand the action of chaps. 1-3, literally. He 
does not however, so much as refer to the View which would make Gomer at 
the time of marriage not a harlot, but one possessed of a deeply rooted 
inclination to adultery, of which the prophet was unaware at the time and 



